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Pretace

The Geologlt of Nonhlnen?a series has been prepared o mark the Centennial of The

Geological Society of America. It represents the coopemtive efforts oi morc than l'000

to6i"ii -rs from academia, state and federal agencies of many countries, and industry to

prepa.re synth€ss that are as current and auhoritative as posible about the geology of the

North American continent and adiacetrt oc€anic regions.

This series is pan of the Decade of North American Geology (DNAG) Project which

also includes eight wall map at a scale of l:5,000,000 that summarize the gmlogy, te*ooics,

magnetic and gravity anomaly pattemg regional suess fields, thermal aspecrs, seismicity, and

neoiectonics of North America and its surrouodings. Together, the synthesis volumes and

maF are the first mordinated effort to integrate all available knowledge about the geology

and geophysia of a crustal plate on a regional scale.

Thi products of the DNAG Project present the sate of knowledge of the geology and

geophpics of North America in the I 98ft, and they point the way oward work to be done in

the decades ahead.

In addition to the contributions from organizations and individuals acknowledged at the

front of this book, major suppon has been provided to the editors of this volume by the

Regional Aquifer Systems Analysis Program of the U.S. Geological Survcy.

A. R. Palmer

General Editor for the voluma
published by The Geological Society

of America

J. O. Wheeler

General Editor for the volum€s

published by the Geological

Survey of Canada
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