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La desertificatlon. Causes, zones d rlsques, pays et popula-
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of change
why land becomes desert and what can

be done about it
21 JUtt. i38s

Poor iand management and environmental pressures are degrading many of the
world's dryIand areas. Despite jnternational efforls to halt desertification. the
probiem is worsening: one-third of the Earth's iand area, ald as many as 850

million of the worid's poorest people, are potentially at risk.
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orth and South America
are aflected by desertification i
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a about 3500 million hectares ofland - an area
the size of

a desertlfication causes amual losses of about US
$26.ooo million cornpared to the us $4500 milllon
a year needed to control it- about three-quarters
ofsrhat is needed is being spent brrt the
remaining quafier is criucall . .

N
lcombined

a every year out 6 million hectares ofland are
lrretrieva lost to desertification. and a
further 2l hectares are so depPaded

ification rcise from 57 milllon people in I I 77 to
135 million in 1984: . - 
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the situauon is likely to become extremely ,-

-.- critical intherainfed croplandsbytheyear, . - ..'', 2OOO, andto be llttle bettir elsewhere: -- - ' j
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o although more money is needed, the most -' , :r r: ;
' successfi, attempts to control deseillicafion ':. i;l ' :r'that crop

the rural atjon affected by serious desert-

des€rtlffcation is caused largely by human
action- lack of lt . ".. it fouows that lt can also

e
declinir4lproductivity, erosion, fanine and;-. i . i. : polidcal chaos atto ue ayoiaea=-11-11ffi;{;ir:1
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Harvest oI Dust

'A decade ato ihe world's rBtions agreed to
a sweepin8 Plan of Action to halt the' procers 1ve call descrtllicatidn,

UNEP has iust completed a two year assessmentt which reveals
that the global threat pored by desert i{icat ion,

tar ,rom diminishint,
hss actually increased in severity.

Currently about J, per cent
oI the world's land gurlace

ls at ri5k
and the livelihoods oI the'8r0 milfion people

irho live tliere are directly thraatened.
Three quarter: ol lhe q, milliori sg. kms

that make up the world's drylands,
which include! the sub-humid tropics

is already allected,
between ltalI and a quarler severely so.

That i! the measu.e ol lhe problem
laclnt the world community.
The international communlly

must act now
II we arc to avold shortstes

leading ro chaos
on a scale hltlErto wknown.'

Dr Mostala K. Tolba
Executlve Director

United Nations Environment Programme
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