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why land becomes desert and what can
be done about it
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Poor land management and environmental pressures are degrading many of the
world’s dryland areas. Despite international efforts to halt desertification, the
problem is worsening: one-third of the Earth'’s land area, and as many as 850

million of the world’s poorest people, are potentially at risk.
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'A decade ago the world's nations agreed to
a sweeping Plan of Action to halt the
process we call desertification.
UNEP has just completed a two year assessment
which reveals
that the global threat posed by desertilication,
far from diminishing,
has actually increased in severity.

A,

Currently about 35 per cent
of the world's land surface
is at risk
and the livelihoods of thé 850 million people
who live there are directly thréatened.
Three quarters of the 45 million sq. kms
that make up the world's drylands,
which includes the sub-humid tropics
is already aflected,
between half and a quarter severely so.

That is the measure of the problem
facing the world community.
The international community
must act now

if we are to avoid shortages
leading to chaos

on a scale hitherto unknown.'

Dr Mostafa K. Tolba
Executive Director
United Nations Environment Programme
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