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ABSTRACT

Increasing populations and industrial and agriculturar develop-
ment worldwide are placing much greater demands on groundwaier
supplies. Many of these groundwater basins or aquifers underlie two
or more countries and are, thus, international or transboundary;
Withdrawals from one country can drain lde-giving water from'a
neighboring country and, as a cotgequence, be the source of severe
and protracted conflict. unfortunately international tai and treaty

,. practice are only at a beginning stage. with the goal of advancing
international law and institutions on the matter, a multi-disciptinary
SrouP of specialists over an eight-year period have developed a draft
international groundwater treaty.

The dmfi provides mechanisms for the international aquifers in
critical areas to be managed by mutual agreement rather ilun con-
tinuing to be subiected to unilateral taking. The teaty addresses
contamination, depletion, drought and transboundary transfeis as
well as withdrawal and reclwrge issues. The fundamental goal is to
achieve joint, optimum utilization and avoitlance or resilution of
disputes over-shared groundwaters tn a time of eueruils!:gj.rs pr"r-:":'.. ' isures upon this priceleii risbuic{

The "black letter" provisions delegate only a limited anount of
substantive discretion to the joint agency, but above all they instruct
the Commission to take the initiative, subject to the Govirnments'
apprgu.al, in preparingfor and confronting thefull raryge of problems

FOREWORD

Rapid population growth, and industrial and agricultural development
are putting steadily increasing demands on groundwater resources world-
wide. Cities from North Africa to NorthernEurope, to Asia to North and
South America have become critically dependent on groundwater+rlrri-
gation use is widely on the rise. potenlially exploiive international
groundwater situations are escalating from places as diverse as India and
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