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1 . ST'HMARY AND RECOIT{I.EIIDATIONS

The participants in the Workshop recognLze that aquaculture is it.self an
emerging technology. In nany developing countries there iE no aquaculture
sector as yeE, or the sector is no nore Ehan the exlent of an lnternational
technical asslstance project which is trying to establlsh its foundatlons.
Consequently, Ehe opportunities for boEh eronen and nen to PartlclPate ln
aquaculture aE all have been restrlcEed.

In those counEries where an aquaculture sector has been established,
gonen have rapidly become involved 1n aquaculture at every 1eve1. Not only
have Ehey expanded their traditional fisheries roles in marheting, Processlng'
and credit, but they have become active in farning itself (production), and
are well established in technological research and educaElon. The degree of
parEicipation, however, decreases down lhe secEor towards Ezlnagenent ' and in
many countries women are noticably absen! from natlonal manageEenE,
particularly in aquaculture pollcy-oaklng and planning - although naELonal
manageoent as a whole is a sub-sector of lreakness.

The sEaEus of aquaculture development varies from councry to country.
In many counEries, particuLarly in Africa' the aquaculture sector is based
almosE entirely on extensive farming pracEices primarily for subsistence and
barter, with any surplus being sold ln rural oarkeEs; in othersr notably Asia'
LaEln America, and most developed countrles, it is based on seltrl-intenslve and
lntensive systens for profit and trade, tncluding exports. The Participation
of wornen throughout Ehe industry of aquaculture worldrride therefore covers a

broad spectrun, as dlverse as the nany levels of sophisEication aclained in
each country. Unfortunately, che quantitatlve data to measure the degree of
parricipation is lacking. This ADCP/NORAD l,Iorkshop is the first effort to
colLect this lsportant infornatlon in one p1ace, and structure it in an
unde rstandable f rarnewo rk.

The level of support required Eo enhance the participalion of r,rome n in
Ehe aquaculture secEor is clearly decermlned by Ehe sEaEus of national
aquaeulture developoent in each country, and Particularly by Lhe resPeccive
governnent pollcy Eo$rards the sector. The government, after aLl, is
responsible for the developnent of all econoEic secEors in the country'
including the exoergenE sector of aquaculture. I{owever ' an economic sector
cannot be developed in tsolatlon, and aquaculture is proving to be a sector of
far-reaching consequence. lt continues Eo be tled closely to both agriculEure
and fisheries. lt is Eherefore important rhat all natlonal policies and plans
for economic developrnent include conslderatlon of an aquaculture coEPonent 'and idenrify women as key participanEs aoong the huDan resources requlred.

The Workshop has made a nunber of recommendatlons which wilL benefit the
participation of women in che secfor indlrectly, as they are relevant to Ehe

developnenL of lhe secEor as a wholel and certain recomDendaElons which have
direct benefiEs as they concern projects whi.ch are sPecific Eo wolBen.

l. The Workshop recognizes Ehat the grouodwork iE has PrePared is 'i8111far Eron coloplele. The presenE recommendalions require continuous refinement'
and more constructive proposals can be nade as more daEa becone available. As

an initial step Eowards the altainoent of these and subsequenE
rec omnend at ions , Ehe Workshop reconnends the.PreParation of a number of.
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country case studies on aquaculture developx0ent ln whlch vari.oss levals of
parricipaEion of wonen are highllghEed. These wl1I serve as oodels for oeher
developlng count.ries in supporting aquaculLure as a sector in natlonal
econonic developrnent programtres. These studies should be an adjuncc of the
i.Iorkshop and led by ADCP (FAo) and NORAD, and with rhe aasisrance of orher
donors.

2. The Workshop believes that there is a substanElal need to
conEunicate its findings to the rronen in aquaculture at large, and continue
the nomenEum lnttiated by ADCP (FA0) and NoRAD. Comnunication at present. is
[!osE t.inely as the information can influence policy formulation; nost
developed and developing countries are only now recognlzlng the inereaslng
importance of aquaculture and ar.e structurinE policy and formulating natlonal
pIans. The Workshop recomnends a nunber of regional conferences on the
subject of WoEen in Aquaculture (possibly in associaElon with proposed
regional conferences on aquaculture developnent as a whole, or other slnilar
events), whlch would in turn assisE in Ehe prouotion of natlonal workshops.

3. The Workshop recognizes Ehac there is a need !o continue the
collection of st.atistics on the participation and contrlbutions of $ooen Eo
Ehe huoan resources of the aquaculture sector. A databank, sinllar to or ln
association with FARMAP (the Agrlcultural Faming System) should be
established. such a systen wourd correcr and code the actlvlties perforned by
women in the sector to quantify and idenrify their Labour inpuEs. In
addition, it is a source of lnfornation necessary for dlrectlng both pubLic
and private investment in lhe secEor.

4. The Workshop recoomends a significant increase in the nunbe r of
aquaculture projects which are both speciflc Eo t,omen and Eo women's
partieipation. This recDmmendation is relevent to all projects, and not only
those requiring technical as si s Eance.

However, greater actent.ion ls required in the overall ldent.lficatlon,
executlon, and evaluation of all projects in terEs of both positive and
negaElve impacEs on wonen. This ts especially inportanC for non-aquacuLture
projects \rhich may impact existirg women's enterprises in aquaculture.

In partlcular, the Workshop notes:

(f) The vitaL importance of professional market research at base level
for producEion projects cannoE be overstated Eo ensure toEal vlablllty of each
project regardless of size. In part.icular, handllng and marketing are proven
fields of acceptable employment of rronen, and projects almed at relnforclng
and buildlng on these roles should be glven priority lf t.here 1s an exi6ting
basis for success.

(il) Productlon projects lnvarlably requlre a credic component. 46
access to credll and lack of credi! managenent ski1ls are const.raints to Ehe
particlpation of wonen as producers, projects nusE have Ehe facility to
provlde resources to neet Lhese needs.

(iii) AL1 projecrs ar all Levels
prolonged preparation, in part icuJ.ar
project ls appropriarely planned and

(not only those for nomen) need roo re
to develop the baseline on which the
executed, and agalnsl which the lmpact
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can subsequently be assessed. The basellne'should be establlshed ln the
proper fraEework (t.hat ls, on slte ln the case of production projects, and la
the right lnsclEutlonal locatlon ln the case of other proJects), and Lnvolve
quallfled wonen.

(lv) Training and educatlon of ronen are requlred at all levels to
increase lhelr opport,unities for parElclpatlon ln the sector. Although no one
area nerLts higher prlorit.y, particular atEention ehould be glven to tralning
for women tn extenalofl especially ln locations where women are acEive as
producers. Pronotton of careers for wonen in aquaculture can begin ln the
schools. Tloe is a uaJor constraint for rooen to receive training, and
consequently trainlng should be scheduled lrtth this ln uind.

lN Sm.tARY, Ehe l{orkshop recognizes a strong econoolc relatlonehip
be Evreen the grouth of the aquaculture sector worldulde and the Srorrth of
employnent opportunittes for wonen. Both can profit and benefit Eutually.
The need ls for oore well-directed efforEs to involve wonen, and Eo conflrm
their iDpacE on the industry.

(v) Information prepared and distributed for aquaculture projectg (or by
projects) should reflect the exlstlng participatlon of wonen at all levets.
This is commn for cdfisuner educatton, but.is equally appropriate for
extenslon EaEerlals and tralning manuals.


